CENTER FOR
HOLY LANDS STUDIES

CHLS - STUDYING THE TEXT IN CONTEXT
BIBLE LANDS STUDY TRIP: ISRAEL AND TURKEY
Program Instructor: Jeremy Stein, M. A.

May 11th- 30th, 2026
COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

An onsite field study in Israel and Turkey exploring the spatial, historical, cultural, and
spiritual realities of the Bible. Emphasis is placed on the physical settings of the Bible,
stressing the geographical characteristics of the land as well as historical, archaeological,
literary, and cultural features which shaped the world of the Bible, its events, and message as
well as understanding the spread and growth of the early Jesus movement, particularly
through the actions of Paul, Peter, John and their disciples.

OBJECTIVES

1. To introduce students to the geography of the biblical world and how that geography
affected the events related in the Bible.

2. To introduce students through onsite experiences to relevant archaeological data and
discoveries and how they relate to our understanding of the world of the Bible.

3. To understand the historical events of the biblical world and how they impacted ancient
Israelite and Jewish culture as reflected in the Bible.

4. Through an onsite learning experience, to understand the impact of ancient Israelite and
Jewish culture upon issues of biblical interpretation.

5. To introduce students, through onsite experiences, to the history, religions, and cultures
that have shaped the biblical landscape of the middle east and the Greco-Roman
Context.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS

Flattery, Amy and Stein, Jeremy. Experience Israel: Travel Guide with Site Overviews and
Reflections. Springfield, MO: Salubris Resources, 2019.
(Provided beforehand by the Center for Holy Lands Studies)

Flattery, Amy and Stien Jeremy. Experience Turkey.: Travel Guide with Site Overviews and
Reflections. Springfield, MO: Salubris Resources, 2020. (Provided beforehand by the Center for
Holy Lands Studies)

Monson, James M. with Steven P. Lancaster. Geobasics in the Land of the Bible. Rockford, IL:
Biblical Backgrounds, 2008. (Provided beforehand by the Center for Holy Lands Studies)

Notley, R. Steven. In the Master’s Steps: The Gospels in the Land. Jerusalem, Israel: Carta, 2014.
(Provided beforehand by the Center for Holy Lands Studies)

Rasmussen, Carl G. Essential Atlas of the Bible. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 2013.
(Provided beforehand by the Center for Holy Lands Studies)



VanderKam, James C. An Introduction to Early Judaism. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans,
2001. (Must be purchased by the student)

BASIC OUTLINE

Prior to arriving in Israel, students will read the Essential Atlas of the Bible, In the Master’s Steps:
The Gospels in the Land, and An Introduction to Early Judaism and complete the map-marking
assignments in the Monson- Lancaster materials (Geobasics in the Land of the Bible). Once the
students arrive in Israel, they will participate in daily site visits and field studies, lectures, and
“hands-on” learning experiences.

METHODOLOGY

Students will gain a basic introduction to the geography, history, archaeology, and culture of the

biblical world through the assigned pre-trip reading and map-marking assignments. Students will
need to bring Experience Israel, Experience Turkey, Essential Atlas of the Bible, and Geobasics in

the Land of the Bible with them on the trip.

Once the students arrive in the Middle East, the backgrounds of biblical geography, history,
archaeology, and culture will be uniquely reinforced through onsite field studies. These studies
incorporate a multi-disciplinary approach utilizing the physical settings to place the biblical text
and issues within the spatial, historical, cultural, and spiritual realities of the biblical world. As
part of the students’ in-land educational experience, they will participate in a series of lectures
specifically designed to take advantage of their studying in the Middle East, and having access to
local experts, many of whom are world-renowned scholars in their respective fields. Students
will also uniquely encounter the varied cultures of the modern Middle East through specific
interactions with local residents reflective of the three monotheistic faiths.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
+ Complete the map marking-marking assignments for Geobasics in the Land of the Bible
and Geobasics Study Guide: Map Studies in the Geography of the Land of the Bible (Parts
1-3) prior to the trip (60 hours).
* Read Essential Atlas of the Bible prior to the trip (12 hours).
* Read Experience Israel prior to the trip (2 hours).
* Read In the Master Steps Prior to the Trip (2 Hours).



* Read An Introduction to Early Judaism prior to the trip (12 hours).
*  Write a 4-5 page, double-spaced book review of An Introduction to Early Judaism. Due
prior to departure to Israel (5 hours).
+ Participate in daily field-studies and site visits (140 hours in land). See the itinerary.
» Participate in lectures and discussion group(s) throughout the course of the program
o “Regional Study—Negev”
*  “Moses and Israel in the Wilderness”
e “The World of Abraham”
* “The “High Places” of Judah”
o “Regional Study—Southern Judean Hills and Dead Sea”
* The Great Jewish Revolt”
* “David in the Wilderness”
* “The Bible, Archeology, and the Dead Sea Scrolls”
“Regional Study—Galilee and Golan”
“Josephus, the man and historian, and the Great Revolt against Rome”
“The World of Jesus:”
“Archaeology and the Galilee of Jesus”
“Archeology at Shiloh”
“The Archaeology of Jerusalem”
Concluding reflections with extended Question and Answer session
The History of Ancient Anatolia.
The Letters to the Seven Churches
* Ephesus
* Smyrna
» Thyatira
« Sardis
+ Philadelphia
* Pergamum
* Laodicea
The Historical Paul
Introduction to Revelation and Jewish Apocalyptic Literature
The Pax Romana and Travel in the Roman World, and the Spread of the Gospel
Jews, Proselytes, God-Fearers, and Pagans in the world of the New Testament
(includes, The Greek and Roman Pagan System)
Luke: Church Historian
The Conquest of Alexander the Great and the Rise of Hellenism
The Churches of the Lycus Valley
The Fall of Rome and the Rise of Byzantium
The Ottoman Empire and Turkish Republic.
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* Maintain a daily journal (digital or hard copy) throughout the trip in which you reflect
upon the teaching and experiences of each day. Due May 28th, 2026. (9 hours)

*  Write a 10-page, double-spaced paper selecting a biblical passage and analyzing the text
through the four biblical viewpoints discussed on the trip: Culture, History, Land, Spirit.
Due July 3rd, 2026. (8 hours)

All completed work should be turned in to Jstein@ag.org unless instructed otherwise by the
students’ respective university.



MAP-MARKING ASSIGNMENTS
Please follow the instructions located in each Geobasics Study Guide in connection with the hard-
copy book, Geobasics in the Land of the Bible:

BOOKREVIEW

Write a book review of An Introduction to Early Judaism by James C. VanderKam. Your paper
should conform to the following guidelines:

1. The paper must be 4-5 pages in length not including the title page.

2. Use one-inch margins, double spacing, and a twelve point, Times New Roman font.

3. Enclose citations from the book in parentheses (p. 10); but, cite other sources as footnotes.
4. Provide an introduction, brief summary of the book, analysis of the author’s intent, your own
analysis of the book including how this book impacts your faith, and a conclusion.

5. Paper should reflect the desired writing style of the respective students’ current academic
institution. If no writing style is established, it is desired that the student submit their paper in
Chicago or Turabian format.

DAILY JOURNAL

Maintain a daily journal (digital or hard copy) throughout the trip in which you reflect upon the
teaching and experiences of each day. This assignment is intended to help you personally, and so
please journal in a way that works best for you. Your pre-trip packet from the Center for Holy
Lands Studies will include a hard-copy journal that you can use for this assignment, or you may
also keep a digital journal, make daily blog entries, or record video reflections for each day. You
will be required on the final day of the trip to show s tangible proof that you have fulfilled this
assignment.

FINAL PAPER

Write a final paper selecting a biblical passage and analyzing the text through the four aspects
discussed on the trip (Culture, History Land (geography), and Spiritual nature of the time):

1. The paper must be 10 pages in length not including the title page.

2. Use one-inch margins, double spacing, and a twelve point, Times New Roman font.

3. Include biblical citations in parentheses (Matt 7:28); but, cite other sources as footnotes.

4. Provide an introduction with a thesis statement, background information for the text selected
using each of the four lenses (spatial, historical, cultural, and spiritual), an integrative section
with analysis of the text considering all four lenses together, a section discussing how
understanding the text within its original context impacts how we apply its message in our
modern context, and a conclusion.

5. The paper must include at least 10 sources in addition to the Bible. The required textbooks for
this course are acceptable references as well as the sources listed in the selected bibliography
provided at the end of this syllabus.

6. Paper should reflect the desired writing style of the respective students’ current academic
institution. If no writing style is established, it is desired that the student submit their paper in
Chicago or Turabian format.



GRADING PROCEDURE
* Map-marking assignments (20%)
* An Introduction to Early Judaism book review (10%)
* Participation in field studies and lectures (40%)
* Daily journal (10%)
* Final paper (20%)
* Total Percentage: 100%

100-94 A
93-90 A-
89-87 B+
86-84 B
83-80 B-
79-77 C+
76-74 C
73-70 C-
69-67 D+
66-64 D
63-60 D-
59-0F

REGARDING LATE WORK
All late work may be lowered one letter grade for every calendar day after the due date unless:

a) The student has been ill for more than three days immediately prior to the due date and can
provide documentation.

b) There has been a death in the immediate family within a week prior to the due date of the
assignment.

c)Notice must be given to the Center for Holy Lands Studies by email (jstein@ag.org) prior to
due date.
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