
 
 

CHLS - STUDYING THE TEXT IN CONTEXT 
BIBLE LANDS STUDY TRIP: EGYPT 

 
May 12-21, 2025 

 
COURSE SYLLABUS 

 
 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
An onsite field-study experience of the Bible within the physical, historical, and cultural 
settings of the Old Testament and world of Egypt. Emphasis is placed upon the relationship 
between physical features of the land, stressing geographical factors affecting settlement 
communication in the various regions, historical, archeological, and cultural features that shaped 
this world, its events, and message.  
 
OBJECTIVES 
1. To introduce students to the geography of the Egyptian world and how the 
    geography affected the events related in the Old Testament. 
 
2. To introduce students through onsite experiences to relevant archeological data 
    and discoveries and how they relate to our understanding of the world of the Old 
    Testament. 
 
3. To understand the historical events of the biblical world and how they impacted 
    ancient Israelite culture as reflected in the Old Testament. 
 
4. Through an onsite learning experience, to understand the impact of ancient Israelite 
    culture upon issues of biblical interpretation. 
 
5. To introduce students, through onsite experiences, to the history, religions, and 

cultures of the Egyptian world that shaped and influenced the world in which the Kingdom of 
Israel developed and engaged its surrounding environs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TEXTBOOKS: Required pre-trip reading 
 
Aling, Charles F. Egypt and Bible History: From Earliest Times to 1000 B.C.. Eugene, OR: Wipf 
and Stock, 2020.  
 
Janzen, Mark D. and Stanley N. Gundrey. Five Views on the Exodus: History, Chronology, and 
Theological Implications. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Academic, 2021.   
 
Manley, Bill. The Penguin Historical Atlas of Ancient Egypt. New York, NY: Penguin Books, 
1996. 
 
Stein, Jeremy. Experience Egypt. Springfield, MO: Salubris Press, 2024.  
 
BASIC OUTLINE 
Prior to the trip, students will read through the selected Biblical texts of Genesis 37-50 and 
Exodus 1-15, the Aling and Janzen textbooks as well as the Center for Holy Land’s Studies 
Experience Egypt. Once the students arrive in Turkey, they will participate in daily site visits and 
field-studies, lectures, and “hands-on” learning experiences. 
 
METHODOLOGY 
Students will gain a basic introduction to the history, archaeology, and culture of the 
world of Ancient Egypt through the assigned pre-trip readings. Students will not need to bring 
their textbooks with them on the trip. Once the students arrive in Egypt, the backgrounds of 
geography, history, and culture will be uniquely reinforced through onsite field-studies that 
incorporate a multi-disciplinary approach utilizing the physical setting to place the biblical text 
and issues within the spatial, temporal, cultural, and spiritual settings of the Biblical eras. As part 
of the students in land educational experience, they will participate in a series of lectures 
specifically designed to take advantage of their time in land.  
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
• Complete the pre-trip reading assignments. 
 
• Write a five-page, double-spaced, reflective essay on the dating of the Biblical Exodus. For this 
assignment the student must choose one of the potential dates (or periods) of the Biblical Exodus 
and provide their reasoning for why they have come to their conclusion. Students may use 
counter arguments against other prominent dates and views as part of their argument for their 
own personal conclusion. The student must use their Five Views of the Exodus textbook as well 
as at least three other sources.  

o Due Date: June 27, 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• Write a five-page, double-spaced essay in which the student takes a singular narrative of Bible 
evolving the world of Egypt and explains how the culture and history give a greater 
understanding in how we approach and teach the narrative today. Some Examples that students 
can use, but are not limited to, are that of the narrative of Joseph, the reign of Shishak, 
Jeremiah’s and Jewish people’s settlement in Egypt following the fall of the Jerusalem, the flight 
of the Holy Family to Egypt, etc., Students should use at least 5 sources in this essay.    

o Due Date: June 27, 2025 
 
• Maintain a daily reflection journal (digital or hard copy) throughout the trip in which you 
reflect upon the teaching and experiences of each day.  This will be reviewed prior to May 20, 
2025 

 
• Participate in daily field-studies and site visits (90 hours in land). See attached itinerary 
and calendar. 
 
• Participate in lectures and discussion group(s) (on-site, bus, and evening) throughout the course   
of the trip (25 hours in land). 

o Pre-Biblical Egypt 
o Egypt and Biblical History 
o The god’s of the Egyptian World 
o The Hittite-Egypt Wars and the Old Testament 
o Jesus, Mary and Joseph in Egypt. 
o Dating the Exodus 
o “Mitsriam” – The Plural Lands of Egypt in the Old Testament 
o The Pyramids of Ancient Egypt 
o Joseph, the Vizer of Egypt and the Hyksos 
o Akhenaten and the Introduction of the Egyptian Monotheism  
o The Exodus Psalms 
o The Jewish Community of Elephantine 
o Alexandria and the New Testament Influence  
o The Samaritans and the Elephantine Papyri 
o Shishak and the making of the Kingdoms of Israel 
o The Pharaohs of the Bible.  
o The Ptolemies of the Intertestamental period.  
o The Locations and Route of the Exodus. 
o Egyptology, Archaeology and The Old Testament. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GRADING PROCEDURE 
• 5-page on the Biblical Exodus (25 Points) 
• 5-page paper on a Singular Biblical Narrative of Egypt (25 Points) 
• Daily Refection Journaling (15 Points) 
• Participation in field studies and evening lectures (35 Points) 

100-90 A 
89-80 B 
79-70 C 
69-60 D 
59-0 F 
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SPECIFIC DATA 
Prepared by Jeremy Stein, Director for the Center for Holy Lands Studies - October 2024 


