
 
 

CHLS - STUDYING THE TEXT IN CONTEXT 
BIBLE LANDS STUDY TRIP: TURKEY 

May 20-June 2, 2025 
 

COURSE SYLLABUS 
 
 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
An onsite field-study experience of the Bible within the physical, historical, and cultural 
settings of the Greco-Roman world of New Testament Turkey. Emphasis is placed upon the 
relationship between physical features of the land, stressing geographical factors affecting 
settlement communication in the various regions, historical, archeological, and cultural features 
that shaped this world, its events, and message. Also, the Jewish Diaspora forms a key focus for 
understanding the spread and growth of the early Jesus movement, particularly through the 
actions of Paul, Peter, and John. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
1. To introduce students to the geography of the Greco-Roman world and how the 
    geography affected the events related in the New Testament. 
 
2. To introduce students through onsite experiences to relevant archeological data 
    and discoveries and how they relate to our understanding of the world of the New 
    Testament. 
 
3. To understand the historical events of the biblical world and how they impacted 
    ancient Jewish culture as reflected in the New Testament. 
 
4. Through an onsite learning experience, to understand the impact of ancient Jewish 
    culture upon issues of biblical interpretation. 
 
5. To introduce students, through onsite experiences, to the history, religions, and 
    cultures of the Greco-Roman world that shaped and influenced the world in which 
    the Gospel spread. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TEXTBOOKS: Required pre-trip reading 
 
Casson, Lionell. Travel in the Ancient World. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 
1994. 
Flattery, Amy and Stein, Jeremy.  Experience Turkey: Travel Guide with Site Overviews and 
Reflections. Springfield, MO: Salubris Resources, 2020. (Provided by the Center for Holy Lands 
Studies) 
 
Shanks, Hershel. Christianity and Rabbinic Judaism: A Parallel History of their origins and 
Early Development. Washington, DC: The Biblical Archaeology Society, 2011. 
 
Young, Brad. Paul the Jewish Theologian: A Pharisee among Christians, Jews and Gentiles. 
Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1997. 
 
BASIC OUTLINE 
Prior to the trip, students will read through the book of Acts, the textbooks by Brad Young, 
Lionel Casson and Hershel Shanks as well as the Center for Holy Land’s Studies Experience 
Turkey book. Once the students arrive in Turkey, they will participate in daily site visits and 
field-studies, lectures, and “hands-on” learning experiences. 
 
METHODOLOGY 
Students will gain a basic introduction to the history, archaeology, and culture of the 
Greco-Roman world and Jewish Diaspora through the assigned pre-trip readings. 
Students will only need to bring the Experience Turkey textbooks with them on the trip. 
 
Once the students arrive in Turkey, the backgrounds of geography, history, and culture will be 
uniquely reinforced through onsite field-studies that incorporate a multi-disciplinary approach 
utilizing the physical setting to place the biblical text and issues within the spatial, temporal, 
cultural, and spiritual settings of the first century. As part of the students in land educational 
experience, they will participate in a series of lectures specifically designed to take advantage of 
their time in land.  
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
• Complete the pre-trip reading assignments. 
 
• Write a five-page, double-spaced, reflective essay using the book of Acts, the course textbooks 
and CHLS Experience Turkey book, as well as 5 other external sources on the role of the Culture 
in either Jewish Diaspora or the Roman First Century in assisting the spread of the Gospel in the 
first century.  

o Due Date: June 27, 2025 
 

• Write a five-page, double-spaced essay using only the course textbooks, the CHLS Experience 
books, as well as three other sources on the social, political, and religious challenges the Jewish 
followers of Jesus faced in spreading the Gospel within the Greco-Roman world in the first 
century.  

o Due Date: June 27, 2025 



• Maintain a daily reflection journal (digital or hard copy) throughout the trip in which you 
reflect upon the teaching and experiences of each day.  This will be reviewed prior to June 2, 
2025 

 
• Participate in daily field-studies and site visits (90 hours in land). See attached itinerary 
and calendar. 
 
• Participate in lectures and discussion group(s) (on-site, bus, and evening) throughout the course   
of the trip (25 hours in land). 

o The History of Ancient Anatolia and Modern Turkey  
o Istanbul and the Byzantine Empire  
o The Letters to the Seven Churches (On Site) 

o Ephesus 
o Smyrna 
o Thyatira 
o Sardis 
o Philadelphia 
o Pergamum 
o Laodicea 

o Luke: Who Was He? What does he mean to us?  
o The Conquest of Alexander the Great and the Rise of Hellenism  
o Introduction to Revelation and Jewish Apocalyptic Literature  
o The Rise and Fall of the Roman Empire  
o Greek and Roman Literature and the New Testament  
o The Churches of the Lycus Valley  
o The Pax Romana and Travel in the Roman World, and the Spread of the Gospel  
o The Greek and Roman Histories  
o Jews, Proselytes, God-Fearers, and Pagans in the world of the New Testament  
o The Jewish Revolt and the Aftermath in the Diaspora  
o Church Growth and History beyond the New Testament Period 
o Paul, The Roman Citizen and the Apostle to the Gentiles  
o The Greek and Roman Pagan System  
o The New Testament and Ancient Jewish Literature  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GRADING PROCEDURE 
• 5-page paper “Jewish Diaspora/Roman First Century and the spread of the Jesus Movement” 
(25 Points) 
• 5-page paper “Social, Political, and Religious Challenges” (25 Points) 
• Daily Refection Journaling (15 Points) 
• Participation in field studies and evening lectures (35 Points) 

100-90 A 
89-80 B 
79-70 C 
69-60 D 
59-0 F 

 
SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
Adam, Robert. Classical Architecture. New York, NY: Harry N. Abrams Publishing, 1991.   

Adkins, Lesley and Roy A. Adkins, Handbook to Life in Ancient Rome. Oxford, United 
Kingdom: Oxford University Press, 1994. 
 
Akdamar, Ali. Canakkale and the Troad. Istanbul, Turkey: B.K.G Publishing, 2015.  
 
Aksit, Ilhun. The Aegean Mythology: The story of Two Sides. Istanbul, Turkey: Sanat Ajans 
Publishing, 2010.  

Aksit, Ilhan. Anatolian Civilizations and Historical Sites. Ankara, Turkey: Kilkan Print Co, 
2011. 

Akurgal, Ekrem. Ancient Civilizations and Ruins of Turkey. Ankara, Turkey: Phoenix Yayinevi-
Unal Sevindik, 2019. 
 
Angela, Alberto, A Day in the Life of Ancient Rome. New York, NY: Europa Editions, 2009. 
 
Askin, Mustafa. Troy: Legends, Facts and New Developments. Istanbul, Turkey: Keskin A.S., 
2015. 

Atila, I. Akan. Ephesus, Priene, Miletus and Didyma. Izmir, Turkey: Guney Books, 2014. 

Atila, I. Akan. Pergamon and Troy. Izmir, Turkey: Yayin Cilik, 2016.  

Atvur,Orhan. Aphrodisias. Istanbul, Turkey: Yayin San Co., 2014.  

Avi-Yonah, Michael and Israel Shatzman. The Illustrated Encyclopedia of the Classical World. 
Jerusalem, Israel: The Jerusalem Publishing House Ltd., 1976.  

Bagnall, Roger S. and Peter Derow, ed., The Hellenistic Period. Oxford, United Kingdom: 
Blackwell Publishing, 2004. 
 
Bar-Kochva, Bezelel, The Image of the Jews in Greek Literature. Berkley, CA: University of 
California Press, 2010. 



Barclay, John M.G., Pauline Churches and Diaspora Jews. WUNT 275; Tubingen, Germany: 
Mohr Siebeck, 2011.  
 
Bauckham, Richard, ed., The Book of Acts in its First Century Setting: Volume 4, 
Palestinian Setting. Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans, 1995. 
 
Beard, Mary, John North, and Simon Price, Religions of Rome, Volume 1: A History. Cambridge, 
United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press, 1998. 
 
Beard, Mary, John North, and Simon Price, Religions of Rome, Volume 2: A Sourcebook. 
Cambridge, United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press, 1998. 
 
Beitzel, Barry J. The Lexham Geographic Commentary on Acts Through Revelation. Bellingham, 
WA: Lexham Press, 2019.  
 
Bird, Michael, Crossing Over Sea and Land: Jewish Missionary Activity in the Second 
Temple Period. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 2010. 
 
Bishop, M.C. and J.C.N. Coulston, Roman Military Equipment: From the Punic Wars 
to the Fall of Rome. Oxford, United Kingdom: Oxbow Books, 2006. 
 
Bockmuehl, Markus, Jewish Law in Gentile Churches: Halakhah and the Beginnings of 
Christian Public Ethics. Edinburgh, United Kingdom: T&T Clark, 2000. 
 

Bowder, Diana. Who was Who in the Greek World: 776-30 BC. New York, NY: Washington 
Square Press, 1982.   

Braude, William, Jewish Proselyting in the First Five Centuries of the Common Era: The 
Age of the Tannaim and Amoraim. Providence, RI: Brown University Press, 1940. 
 
Bugh, Glenn R., ed., The Cambridge Companion to the Hellenistic World. Cambridge, United 
Kingdom: Cambridge University Press, 2006. 
 
Cary, M. and H.H. Scullard, A History of Rome. New York, NY: Palgrave, 1975. 
 
Casson, Lionel, Travel in the Ancient World. Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins University 
Press, 1994. 
 
Cimok, Faith. Biblical Anatolia: From Genesis to the Councils. Istanbul, Turkey: Yurinlari 
Press, 2000. 

Cimok, Faith. A Guide to the Seven Churches of Revelation. Istanbul, Turkey: Yurinlari Press, 
2013. 

Cimok, Faith. Pergamum. Istanbul, Turkey: Yurinlari Press, 1998. 



Cohen, Shaye J.D., The Beginnings of Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties. 
Berkley, CA: University of California Press, 1999. 
 
Connolly, Peter. The Ancient Greece of Odysseus. New York, NY: The Oxford University Press, 
2002. 

D’Andria, Francesco. Hierapolis of Phrygia (Pamukkale): An Archaeological Guide. Istanbul, 
Turkey: Yurinlari Press, 2003. 

DeVries, LaMoine F. Cities of the Biblical World. Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock Publishers, 
1997. 

 
Donaldson, Terence L., Judaism and the Gentiles: Jewish Patterns of Universalism (to 
135 CE). Waco, TX: Baylor University Press, 2007. 
 
Donaldson, Terence L., Paul and the Gentiles: Remapping the Apostle’s Convictional 
World. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2006. 
 
Donfried, Karl, and Peter Richardson, Judaism and Christianity in First-Century Rome. Grand 
Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans, 1998. 
 
Eastman, David L., Paul the Martyr: The Cult of the Apostle in the Latin West. Atlanta, GA: 
Society of Biblical Literature, 2011. 
 
Edelstein, Emma J. and Ludwig Edelstein. Asclepius: Collection and Interpretation of the 
Testimonies. Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1998.  

Fairchild, Mark R. Christian Origins in Ephesus and Asia Minor. Istanbul, Turkey: Yayinlari 
Press, 2015.  
 
Fant, Clyde E. and Mitchell G. Reddish. A Guide to Biblical Sites in Greece and Turkey. New 
York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2003. 
 
Feldman, Louis, Jew & Gentile in the Ancient World. Princeton, NJ: Princeton 
University Press, 1993. 
 
Feldman, Louis and Meyer Reinhold, Jewish Life and Thought Among Greeks and 
Romans: Primary Readings. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 1996. 
 
Freely, John. A Travel Guide to Homer: On the Trail of Odysseus through Turkey and the 
Mediterranean. New York, NY: I. B Taurus Publishing, 2014.  

Freely, John. The Western Shores of Turkey: Discovering the Aegean and Mediterranean Coasts. 
New York: NY: I. B. Taurus Publishing, 2004. 

Frend, W.H.C., The Archaeology of Early Christianity: A History. London, United Kingdom: 
Geoffrey Chapman Press, 1996. 



 
Futrell, Alison, The Roman Games: A Sourcebook (Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2006) 
Galinsky, Karl, ed., The Cambridge Companion to the Age of Augustus. Cambridge, United 
Kingdom: Cambridge University Press, 2005. 
 
Gill, David W.J. and Conrad Gempf, ed., The Book of Acts in its First Century Setting: 
Volume 2, Graeco-Roman Setting. Grand Rapids, MI William B. 
Eerdmans, 1994.  
 
Goodman, Martin, ed., Jews in a Graeco-Roman World. Oxford, United Kingdom: Oxford 
University Press, 1998. 
 
Goodman, Martin, Mission and Conversion: Proselytizing in the Religious History of the 
Roman Empire. Oxford, United Kingdom: Clarendon Press, 1994. 
 
Goodman, Martin, Rome and Jerusalem: The Clash of Ancient Civilizations. New York, NY: 
Alfred A. Knopf, 2007. 
 
Goodman, Martin, The Roman World: 44 BC-AD 180. London, United Kingdom: Routledge, 
2012. 
 
Grant, Michael. Greek and Latin Authors: 800 B.C. - A.D. 1000. New York, NY: The H. W. 
Wilson Company, 1980. 

Gruen, Erich S. Diaspora: Jews amidst Greeks and Romans. Cambridge, MA: Harvard 
University Press, 2002. 
  
Gruen, Erich S., Heritage and Hellenism: The Reinvention of Jewish Tradition. Berkley, CA: 
University of California Press, 1998. 
 
Green, Bernard, Christianity in Ancient Rome: The First Three Centuries. London, United 
Kingdom: T&T Clark, 2010. 
 
Heckel, Waldemar and J.C. Yardley, Alexander the Great. Oxford, United Kingdom: Blackwell 
Publishing, 2004. 
 
Hemer, Colin J., The Letter to the Seven Churches of Asia in Their Local Setting. Grand 
Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans, 1989. 
 
Hengel, Martin and Anna Maria Schwemer, Paul Between Damascus and Antioch: The 
Unknown Years. Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 1997. 
 
Hengel, Martin, The Pre-Christian Paul. London, United Kingdom: SCM Press, 1991. 
 
Holland, Tom. Dynasty: The Rise and Fall of the House of Caesar. New York, NY; Doubleday 
Publishing, 2015. 



Holland, Tom. Persian Fire: The First World Empire and the Battle for the West. New York, 
NY: Anchor Books, 2005. 

Huseyin, Uluarslan. Assos Behramakale. Canakkale, Turkey: Okullar Pazari, 1998. 

Keppie, Lawrence, The Making of the Roman Army: From Republic to Empire. Norman, OK: 
University of Oklahoma Press, 1998. 
 
Krofmann, Manfredo O. Troia/Wilusa. Tubingen, Germany, Troia Foundation Press, 2013 
 
Leon, Harry J., The Jews of Ancient Rome. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1995. 
 
 
Levinskaya, Irina, The Book of Acts in it First Century Setting: Volume 5, Diaspora 
Setting. Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans, 1996. 
 
Macqueen, J. G. The Hittites and their Contemporaries in Asia Minor. London, United 
Kingdom: Thames and Hudson, 2001.  

Matthews, Henry. Greco-Roman Cities of the Aegean Turkey: History Archaeology, 
Architecture. Istanbul, Turkey: Eve Yayinlari Press, 2014. 

Martin, Ralph P. and Gerald F. Hawthorne. The Dictionary of Paul and His Letters. Downers 
Grove, IL: Intervarsity Press, 1993. 

McKnight, Scott, A Light Among the Gentiles: Jewish Missionary Activity in the Second 
Temple Period. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 1991. 
 
Mommsen, Theodor. The Provinces of the Roman Empire. New York, NY: Barnes and Noble, 
1996. 

Morkot, Robert, The Penguin Historical Atlas of Ancient Greece. London, United Kingdom: 
Penguin Books, 1996. 
 
Nanos, Mark, The Irony of Galatians: Paul’s Letter in First-Century Context. Minneapolis, MN: 
Fortress Press, 2002. 
 
Nanos, Mark, ed., The Galatians Debate. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 2002. 
 
Nock, A.D., Conversion: The Old and New in Religion from Alexander the Great to 
Augustine of Hippo. Oxford, United Kingdom: Clarendon Press, 1952. 
 
Porton, Gary, Goyim: Gentiles and Israelites in Mishnah-Tosefta. Brown Judaic Studies 
155; Atlanta, GA: Scholars Press, 1988. 
 
Price, Randall and H. Wayne House. The Zondervan Handbook of Biblical Archaeology: A Book 
by Book Guide to Archaeological Discoveries Related to the Bible. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan Publishing, 2017.   



Radice, Betty. Who’s Who in the Ancient World. New York, NY: Penguin Publishers, 1984. 

Radin, Max, The Jews among the Greeks and Romans. Philadelphia, PA: The Jewish 
Publication Society, 1915. 
 
Rajak, Tessa, The Jewish Dialogue with Greece and Rome. Leiden, Netherlands: Brill, 2002. 
 
Ramsay, W.M., The Letters to the Seven Churches, Updated Edition. Peabody, MA: 
Hendrickson Publishers, 1994. 
 
Ritti, Tullia. An Epigraphic Guide to Hierapolis (Pamukkale). Istanbul, Turkey: Yurinlari Press, 
2006. 

Roisman, Joseph, Ancient Greece from Homer to Alexander: The Evidence. Oxford, United 
Kingdom: Wiley-Blackwell, 2011. 
 
Rutgers, L.V., The Hidden Heritage of Diaspora Judaism. Leuven, Belgium: Peeters, 1998) 
 
Rutgers, L.V., The Jews in Late Ancient Rome: Evidence of Cultural Interaction in 
the Roman Diaspora. Leiden, Netherlands: Brill, 2000. 
 
Sanders, E.P., Paul: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford, United Kingdom: Oxford University 
Press, 1991. 
 
Sanders, E.P., Paul and Palestinian Judaism. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress, 1977. 
 
Sanders, E.P., Paul, the Law, and the Jewish People. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress, 1983. 
 
Schafer, Peter, Judeophobia: Attitudes toward the Jews in the Ancient World. Cambridge, 
MA: Harvard University Press, 1997. 
 
Schofield, Louise. The Myceneans. Los Angeles, CA: The J. Paul Getty Museum Press, 2007. 

Schweitzer, Albert, The Mysticism of Paul the Apostle. Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins 
University Press, 1998. 
 
Seutonius. Lives of the Twelve Caesars. Translated by Robert Graves. New York, NY: Penguin 
Publishers, 1958. 

Shanks, Hershel, ed., Christianity and Rabbinic Judaism: A Parallel History of Their 
Origins and Early Development. Washington, D.C.: Biblical Archaeology Society, 2011. 
 
Simsek, Celal. The Church of Laodikeia: Christianity in the Lycus Valley. Denizli, Turkey: 
Tekstil San, 2015.  

Smallwood, E. Mary, The Jews Under Roman Rule: From Pompey to Diocletian (Leiden, 
Netherlands: Brill, 2001.  
 



Spawford, Tony. The Complete Greek Temples. London, United Kingdom: Thames and Hudson 
Press, 2006. 

Stendahl, Krister, Paul Among Jews and Gentiles. Philadelphia, PA: Fortress, 1976. 
 
Stoneman, Richard. Across the Hellespont: A Literary Guide to Turkey. New York, NY: Tauris 
Parke Books, 2010. 
 
Sumner-Boyd, Hilary and John Freely. Strolling Through Istanbul: The Classic Guide to the 
City. New York, NY: Tauris Parke Books, 2010. 

Tacitus. The Annals of Imperial Rome. Translated by Michael Grant. New York, NY: Penguin 
Publishers, 1976. 

Traill, David A. Schliemann of Troy: Treasure and Deceit. New York, NY: St. Martin’s Press, 
1995.  

Trebilco, Paul, Jewish Communities in Asia Minor. SNTS Monograph Series 69; 
Cambridge, United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press, 1991. 
 
Trebilco, Paul, The Early Christians in Ephesus from Paul to Ignatius. Grand Rapids, 
MI: William B. Eerdmans, 2004. 
 
Ugurluay, Hikmet. Pamukkale, Hierapolis and Laodiceia. Izmir, Turkey: Yayin Cilik, 2015. 

Vermes, Geza. Who’s Who in the Age of Jesus. New York, NY: Penguin Publishers, 2005. 

Williams, Margaret H., The Jews Among the Greeks and Romans: A Diasporan 
Sourcebook. Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1998. 
 
Wilson, Mark. Biblical Turkey: A Guide to the Jewish and Christian Sites of Asia Minor. 
Istanbul, Turkey: Eye Yayinlari Press, 2014. 

Winter, Burce W., Philo and Paul Among the Sophists: Alexandrian and Corinthian 
Responses to a Julio-Claudian Movement. Grand Rapids, MI: William B. 
Eerdmans, 2002. 
 
Wood, Michael. In search of the Trojan War. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 
1996. 

Worth, Roland H., The Seven Cities of the Apocalypse & Greco-Asian Culture. New 
York, NY: Paulist Press, 1999. 
 
Worth, Roland H., The Seven Cities of the Apocalypse & Roman Culture. New York, NY: 
Paulist Press, 1999. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
SPECIFIC DATA 
Prepared by Jeremy Stein, Teaching Specialist for the Center for Holy Lands Studies - December 
8, 2020 


